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success obtained, sickness cured, tempests laid, pes-
tilences put to flight, famines remedied, judgments
inflicted, and there will be no need of inquiring into
the causes, whether supernatural or natural, to which
they are to be referred.11 They may or they may not,
in this or that case, follow or surpass the laws of
nature, and they may surpass them plainly or doubt-
fully, but the common sense of mankind will call them
miraculous; for by a miracle, whatever be its formal
definition, is popularly meant an event which im-
presses upon the mind the immediate presence of the
Moral Governor of the world. He may sometimes
act through1 nature, sometimes beyond or against it,
4 but those who admit the fact of such interferences
will have little difficulty in admitting also their strictly
miraculous character, if the circumstances of the case
require it, and those who deny miracles to the early
Church will be equally strenuous against allowing
her the grace of such intimate influence (if we may
so speak upon the course of Divine Providence, as

k Moyle is obliged to allow so much as this, saying of the
defeat of the Philistines by a storm on Samuel's prayers,
j " This fact, though it cannot properly, in the strict and genu-
ine sense of the word, be called a miracle, yet well deserves a
place in the lower form of miracles, because it was jbreter-
natural^ and not performed by the ordinary concurrence of
second causes, but by the immediate hand of God." p. 286.
Vid. Benedict xiv. de Can. Sanct. iv. part i. n, who instances
the hail-stones in Joshua's battle as "praeter naturam." Vid,
infr. n. 143, 193.